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the Dominions, but the paramount power clearly re- Chapter
mains, and is exhibited in the Statute of Westminster,
1931, as formerly in the Colonial Laws Validity Act,
1865. The Colonial Boundaries Act, 1895, gives power
to alter, with the assent of the Dominions, their bound-
aries, a power still obviously necessary and valuable.
(ii.) Other Acts were justified by considerations of
extra-territorial legislation or by international con-
siderations. Such are the Fugitive Offenders Act, 1881,
the Colonial Prisoners Removal Acts, 1869 and 1884,
the Extradition Acts, 1870 and 1873, and the Colonial
Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890. Even as matters stand,
it will be most inconvenient if these matters are not
regulated by accordant legislation. Legislation for
shipping and air navigation are now within Dominion
authority.
(iii.) The Army and Air Force Acts and the Naval
Discipline Act extend to the Empire and provide a code
for British forces even when within Dominion jurisdic-
tion. This position could clearly be altered by Dominion
legislation, and it was therefore stressed at the Imperial
Conferences of 1929 and 1930 that in any fresh legisla-
tion by the Dominions it must be secured that, when
the armed forces of one part of the Empire were in the
territory of another part with its assent, they should be
exempted from local jurisdiction on the same principle
as is applied in foreign countries in like cases, e.g. an
allied force on French territory. The details of this
principle have not yet been fully worked out, but in
principle the issue is disposed of. The change in the
position effected by the Statute of Westminster is
marked by the fact that in 1922 it was found necessary
to legislate so as to permit the application to members
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